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WORK OF THE CHURCHES IN WAR FACTORIES 


One of the most interesting features of 
British wartime religion is the development 
of chaplaincies in the munition factories. We 
are glad to give an account of one experiment 
in this direction. 

The Bishop of the diocese in which this 
particular work is situated has for many 
years realised the importance of bringing the 
ordinary worker into contact with the Church, 
and since, in many cases, such contacts have 
been lost, he has tried to bring the Church 


to the people. 


Since the outbreak of war he has been 
deeply conscious of the needs of the many 
war workers in his diocese. In addition to 
the factories there have been munition hostels 
to be ministered to as well. Just over a 


year ago a full time chaplain was appointed 


to care for the factories, and as the import- 
ance of this work made itself evident, a lay 
worker, also full time, was appointed to 
assist. 

The first step to be taken was to discover 
to what extent the Government would sup- 
port the work of chaplains in the factories. 
For this purpose a deputation was sent from 
the British Council of the Churches to discuss 
the matter. The Government explained that, 
while chaplains could not be appointed 
officially at that stage, the Council might 
make representations to the managements of 
Should the local 
authorities approve any such scheme, it 
would remain with them to offer what facili- 


ties they could. 


In this area the superintendent of one of 
the large factories was the first to be ap- 
proached by the Bishop’s chaplain. He wel- 
comed the suggestion and believed that it 
should have fruitful results. He placed a 
Tarran hut at the disposal of the chaplain 


and promised whatever assistance he could 
give. A secular lending library was intro- 
duced, consisting of a thousand volumes of 
fiction and non-fiction, rented from one of 
the well-known commercial libraries. This 
building was also opened as a chapel. 

In this factory the lunch break lasts for 
one hour, and it has therefore been possible 
for midday services to be held twice a week. 
During Holy Week last year services were 
held each day by Free Church ministers and 
the chaplain. A Roman Catholic priest 
attended to hear Confessions. A Confirma- 
tion Class was begun, and a few months ago 
the Bishop visited the factory to conduct 
what has been probably the first Confirma- 
tion on record in the chapel of a war factory. 
There were seven candidates. 

In March of last year a similar approach 


cAyiuL 


was made to another management, and they ~ 


were equally enthusiastic. A hut with three 
rooms was placed at the disposal of the 
chaplain here. | The largest was converted 
into a chapel, another was put into use as a 
library, while the third was furnished with 
book stands, one for the Church of England, 
one for the Roman Catholics, and one for 
the Free Churches. Tracts and books were 
placed on sale, relating to the Church and 
social matters. _ Difficulties arise about ser- 
vices in the chapel in this factory through 
the fact that the workers have only a half- 
hour meal break in each of their three shifts, 
and services are confined to special occasions. 

On the last National Day of Prayer, Sep- 
tember 3rd, one factory granted an extension 
of a quarter of an hour to the existing meal 
breaks, and services were held in all the can- 
teens. Roman Catholics, Free Churches and 
Anglicans co-operated, and, in all, twelve 
services were held, seven at midday and five 


in the afternoon. Elsewhere one large service 
was held, which the employees of an entire 
factory attended. The Bishop was present 
at both and gave addresses. He and all the 
clergy who took part were entertained by the 
management, and a tour of the whole factory 
was arranged. 

Efforts are now being made to hold a ser- 
vice on Sundays in one of the factory chapels. 
A Watch Night service for New Year’s Eve 
was arranged, which had the full support and 
blessing of the superintendent. 

-Work in factories from a chaplain’s point 
of view is exceedingly hard and up-hill, but 
where the co-operation is as ready and keen 
as it is in these two factories it is made more 
easy. The officials are beginning to realise 
the value of, and the workers to appreciate 
the services of the chaplains. In conse- 
quence, the sponsors of the scheme hope that, 
as time passes, a more official status will be 
given to the chaplains, so that their work 
may be regarded as a permanent part of 
every factory in the country. 


NAZI CREED IN LITURGICAL 
FORM 


A striking feature in the development of 
the Nazi faith is the way in which liturgical 
language is used to propagate and perpetuate 
it. The following creed, which is taken from 
the organ of the SS., Der SS Man, provides 
a clear example of this use of pseudo- 
religious phraseology. Note especially 
Clause 12. 

(1) We remember our ancestors with re- 
spect. Their blood flows in our veins and 
imposes duties for us. May their light shine! 

(2) Sippe (tribe) imposes on man and wife 
the duty to guarantee the inheritance of their 
blood. Both then continue to live in their 
people when their Sippe continues to flourish 
through them. May their light shine! 

(3) The family is a sanctuary. In the 
family lies the miracle which causes new life 
through the secret of matrimonial life. May 
its light shine! 

(4) Our children are the messengers of our 
fertility and our nature. They make us their 
ancestors and wish to be able to look proudly 
back upon us. May their light shine! 

(5) In the beginning of our history there 
was the trek of the Nordic people. Their 
blood is our blood. In their victorious treks 
we were with them already. May their light 
shine! 

(6) Over the seas and the continents there 
are numbers of Germans manning the out- 


posts of the Reich. May our greetings com- 
fort. their loneliness: May their light shine! 

(7) We remember and honour the great 
men of our people, the known and the un- 
known. May their light shine! 

(8) We remember those who gave their 
lives on the battlefields for the greatness of 
the Reich. May their light shine! 

(9) The National-Socialist movement is 
the realisation of the Reich’s oldest dreams 
of unity and greatness. May its light shine! 

(10) We remember those fallen under the 
sign of the Swastika in the fight for -our 
people’s freedom and future. May their 
light shine! 

(11) The Schutzstaffel is the fighting and 
Sippe formation of the Reich. Its fighting 
spirit must destroy the enemy. Its aim is 
that the Reich should belong to itself alone. 
Its honour is faith. May its light shine! 

(12) Our love and oath tie us to Adolf 
Hitler, the Fiihrer of the-Reich. We believe 
in him because he is the Reich. May his 
light shine! 


CHINESE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 
AND EXTRA-TERRITORIALITY 


During the autumn meeting of the National 
Christian Council of China held in Chung- 
king, the following resolution was passed wel- 
coming the abolition of extra-territoriality by 
the British and American Governments: 
“The Executive Committee of the National 
Christian Council of China meeting in Chung- 
king on October 19th welcomes most warmly 
the decision of the British and American Gov- 
ernments to abolish extra-territoriality and to 
revise the unequal treaties. The Church in 
China welcomes the contribution which 
Christians from other nations can make to 
the building of Christian work in this coun- 
try. Missionaries from other nations take 
their place as friends and fellow-workers with 
their Chinese colleagues in the Church ; the 
missionaries on their side have no desire to be 
associated with any political privilege for 
their own nation, and have long been hoping 
and working for this step. The National 
Christian Council of China therefore regards 
the decision of the British and American 
Governments as a step toward that free co- 
operation of all nations under one God, for 
which the World Church has worked and is 
working in all lands.’’ 

The point of view here expressed stands 
out in sharp contrast to that which is favoured 
by the Japanese authorities in occupied 
China. Their policy is to press on with a 


compulsory unification of the churches, a 
virtual expulsion of foreign missionaries, and 
an increasing isolation of the Church from 
its cecumenical contacts. 


MISSIONARY GIVING SUSTAINED 


From two Churches comes news of the way 
in which missionary giving is being sustained 
during wartime. 

The Church of England Missionary Council 
has reported that in the current financial year 
there is an improvement compared with the 
corresponding period of last year. A further 
gift of £10,000 has been received from the 
American Episcopal Church. 

The Methodist Missionary Society reports 
that there is an increase of over £40,000 in 
the amount of money raised during the year 
for the work of Overseas Missions. 

The Missionary Council of the Church of 
England, at its recent meeting, heard 
addresses from Bishop Heaslett and Dr. 
Smyly, who had recently returned from 
Japan and occupied China. The following 
resolution was passed ; it clearly visualises 
the resumption of missionary activity in the 
Far East after an Allied victory: 


“The Missionary Council, in welcoming 
Bishop Heaslett and Dr. Smyly as represen- 
tatives of the missionaries who have returned 
from Japan and occupied China, desires to 
record its gratitude to them all and its deep 
sense of all that they have endured in the en- 
forced interruption of their service, the separ- 
ation from their friends, and the temporary 
frustration of their life work. At the same 
time it believes their presence in this country 
as interpreters of the Church in the Far East 
to the Church in Great Britain, will prepare 
the way for closer fellowship and happier re- 
lationships in days to come.’’ 


ANGLO-AMERICAN CO-OPERATION 
AT MANCHESTER 

The churches of Manchester are breaking 
new ground in their very successful efforts 
to give religious expression to the growing 
fellowship between the British and American 
peoples. The President of the Manchester 
Free Church Council, Dr. C. J. Wright, 
gives us the following account of a recent 
Anglo-American service which had many 
interesting and significant features. 

“On Sunday last (i.e., February 7th.— 
Ep.) I arranged a service at St. Aidan’s 
Church, Didsbury, to express the solidarity 
of British and American aims and ideals, as 
also our unity in Christ which transcends all 


so-called ‘racial’ barriers. A large con- 
tingent of American coloured troops was 
present — voluntarily, for there are no 
official ‘ parade’ services in the American 
Army. The Church was crowded as it never 
has been, Iam told. I conducted the service 
as the ‘ minister in charge "—loaned by the 
Methodist Church to the Presbyterian Church 
in consequence of the temporary closing of 
Didsbury Theological College, the oldest 
Methodist College in the world, whose cen- 
tenary was celebrated last year. The Ameri- 
can Consul, Mr. W. A. Armstrong, of Man- 
chester, read the Lesson from Hebrews XI ; 
an American coloured soldier, Corporal 
Locke, recited Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg 
speech ; and I gave the‘address. A quartette 
of coloured American soldiers sang Negro 
spirituals, “ Steal Away to Jesus,’ ‘ Sing Low, 
Sweet Chariot,’ ‘Deep River,’ etc., which 
profoundly moved the congregation. A short 
address was also given by Lieutenant Dial of 
the American Army, in which he spoke of the 
meaning of Gettysburg and of the Civil War. 
The service was attended also by the senior 
American Army officers of the north. The 
whole service has made a striking effect on the 
people in the immediate neighbourhood, and 
has done much to promote affectionate under- 
standing—not just perfunctory co-operation.” 


ARCHBISHOP OF YORK ON POST- 
WAR RELATIONSHIP WITH RUSSIA 


The Archbishop of York (Dr. C. F. 
Garbett) writes in the York Diocesan 
Leaflet : — 

“The whole nation has been deeply moved 
by the amazing victories gained by Russia. 
For months past the story of her great sacri- 
fices to preserve her freedom and the way of 
life she has chosen has filled us with profound 
admiration. Endurance, indomitable cour- 
age, and sacrifice: have been rewarded by the 
rolling back of the invader. The future of 
the world will depend very largely on close 
co-operation between the United States, 
Russia, China and the British Empire. The 
religious and ideological differences between 
Russia and ourselves are great, it would be 
dishonest to disguise them, but they are 
intensified by lack of understanding. The 
two nations must get to know one another 
better: both through literature, and, later 
on, when travelling is again practical, by wide 
interchange of visits. There is so much we 
can learn from each other ; and we must 
make it clear that we are looking not only for 
a wartime alliance between two great States 


in arms, but that we are most anxious after 
the war to work together for the peace and 
_ good of mankind in loyal fellowship. The 
deep sympathy we have for Russia in her 
suffering through ruthless invasion, and our 
thankfulness for the victories she has gained 
“are preparing the way for closer co-operation 
than seemed possible a few years ago.”’ 


THE SCOTTISH CHURCH IN MALTA 

Some interesting items concerning the 
Scottish Church in Malta have recently 
reached us. 


The present minister of the Scots Kirk in 
Malta was handicapped because the manse 
was so badly damaged that it could not be 
used as a hostel or ‘a recreational club for 
Servicemen. The minister, however, has 
raised funds locally, and with help from Great 


Britain has repaired the manse sufficiently . 


to make it serviceable. 

The church also was in a bad state from 
bombing when the present minister took over, 
there being no windows and hardly any roof ; 
pews were broken down and the lighting out 
of order. The Navy has repaired the roof 
and the Army has put the pews in order. 
The church was ready for use for a watch- 
night service on Old Year’s night. 

Weekday services have been necessary in 
addition to those on Sundays to make it pos- 
sible for the whole Scottish community, 
civilian and service, to attend. 

Among many practical difficulties there 
has been the problem of securing bread and 
wine for the service of Holy Communion, but 
these difficulties, like the others, have been 
satisfactorily overcome. 


A NORWEGIAN PASTOR ESCAPES 
TO.ENGLAND 


Pastor Georg Moeller, who has recently 
arrived in England, is the first Norwegian 
clergyman to escape from Norway since the 
great struggle of the Norwegian Church 
reached its climax in the autumn of 1942. 
He has been in the very heart of the struggle 
right from its commencement in January, 
1941, when the seven Bishops of Norway, 
headed by Dr. Eivind Berggrav, Bishop of 
Oslo, issued their famous denunciation of the 
arbitrary conduct and ruthless measures of 
the Nazi authorities in Norway. He himself, 
as supervisor of religious instruction at the 
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elementary school at the South Norwegian 
town of Skien, where he was co-pastor of the 
parish church, witnessed one of those brutal 
assaults of Quisling Stormtroopers on school- 
boys which was mentioned in the indictment 
drawn up by the Bishops. 

In the autumn of 1941 he was one e the 
first Norwegian clergymen to be arrested and 
imprisoned by the Gestapo—for giving an 
address to the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation in Skien, in the course of which he 
openly advised the young men that it was in 
accordance with their Christian faith to take 
up the fight against great powers which were 
denying Christian principles. 

After spending twelve weeks in No. 19 
MOllergaten (Oslo’s principal prison), Pastor 
Moeller was released on February 23, 1942, 
just in time to learn that the seven Norwegian 
Bishops had decided to break off relations 
with the Nazi-controlled State by laying down 
their official functions. He returned to his 
work at Skien, and on Easter Sunday he 
heard his Rector declare from the pulpit of 
Skien Church that he, in common with all 
the other clergymen of Norway, had decided 
that the time had come to follow the example 
of their Bishops and resign from their State 
offices, although carrying on their vocation. 
of ministers to the spiritual needs of the 
people. 

After this announcement Pastor Moeller, 
like hundreds of other Norwegian clergymen, 
carried on quietly and steadfastly with the 
work of preaching the Gospel, ministering to 
the sick and dying, baptising infants and 
confirming young people, and stiffening the 
moral backbone of the Norwegian Home 
Front by wise words and courageous example 

In the course of an address in London or 
March 1st Pastor Moeller said: ‘‘ I think i: 
is no wonder that our Church resists. We 
do so because we are honest people. Anc 
we go about our duties normally. But fo. 
the first time in our Church history, th 
pastors run a risk in attending their flock. 

‘“ We have learned that by resisting th 
Quisling movement we have met a deep nee 
in a people which before the war was just 2 
casual about Christianity as any other wester 
democracy. 

‘‘ We are not a clique struggling for ov 
own petty ends. We stand amidst a peop’ 
joined in the world crusade against Nazism. . 


